To parents/guardians of teenage students,
As we near the final months of the 2020 – ’21 school year,
, in partnership with Waukesha County Public Health, encourages you to get your teenager vaccinated
against COVID-19. Vaccination against the COVID-19 virus is key in stopping the spread of the disease.
Right now, all students 16 years of age and older are eligible to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine. Getting vaccinated will help protect your child and your family.
Benefits to Getting Vaccinated
Waukesha County has worked diligently with area schools and districts to develop successful mitigation
strategies which have kept our schools open with face-to-face learning. Getting most of our population
vaccinated is key to stopping the spread of the COVID-19 virus and will allow for a return to normal.
Once a person is fully vaccinated, they will be able to enjoy more flexibility in their interactions with
others, especially with other people that are fully vaccinated. People who have been fully vaccinated are
at a significantly lower risk of getting COVID-19 or spreading the virus to others.
One of the biggest barriers to in-person education has been the need to quarantine groups of students
after exposure to the COVID-19 virus. Students who are fully vaccinated and remain symptom-free will
not have to quarantine or receive testing if they are exposed to a COVID-19 positive individual.
Although getting vaccinated comes with more flexibility in social situations, until more people in the
community are immune, everyone should continue to take precautions in public places and in schools,
or when visiting unvaccinated people from other households. Waukesha County Public Health still
recommends that schools follow the current Center for Disease Control (CDC) best practices for COVID19 mitigation which includes the use of face-coverings and social distancing measures. If you would like
more information about the benefits and restrictions for fully vaccinated people it is available here.
Concerns About Getting Vaccinated
If you’re skeptical or concerned about side effects of the vaccine, we understand. When mild side effects
occur, they are a normal sign that your body is building protection against the virus, and most of these
symptoms go away in a few days, and with nothing more than over-the-counter medications. Please
know that the likelihood of severe side effects is less than 0.5%.
We have included an attachment with this email that addresses common myths and facts about the
COVID-19 vaccine. Please review this document and if you have additional questions, contact our Public
Health Call Center at (262) 896-8430, Monday - Friday between 8:00am and 4:30pm to speak with a
Public Health Nurse.

How to Get Vaccinated
There are many ways that your teenager can receive the COVID-19 in the county. Since teens ages 16
and 17 may only receive the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, you may want to call the vaccinator in
advance to ensure that they will have the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine available on that day. Please also
know that a parent/guardian must be present at the time of vaccination. (If a minor arrives to an
appointment without a parent/guardian they will be asked to reschedule until a parent/guardian can be
present at the time of the appointment.)
Information about how to get vaccinated is available at www.waukeshacounty.gov/covidvaccine and
you can use www.vaccinefinder.com to search for available Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine doses nearest you.

Sincerely,

