NOVEMBER 2020

RIVERSIDE RIPPLES
COMMITTED TO LEARNING FOR ALL, WHATEVER IT TAKES!

Happy Fall!
We want to continue to thank you for your partnership as your child’s learning coach more
so now than ever before during these unprecedented times. While this year is certainly
different and has unique challenges, we are finding that there are some great opportunities
in it as well on top of building resilience and new skills in technology and organization.
One of those opportunities is a chance to take a step back and look at how our PTO could
look now that we are combining with Ben Franklin’s PTO and ensure that our vision of being
an organization that is inclusive of all families and supports all students plays out. Take a
look inside this edition of Ripples for another chance to give your input on our PTO
restructuring coming up on November 11.
Another opportunity that we are finding as a staff is a chance to explicitly teach and work
with children on engagement. We have put more on students’ plates than ever before and
they are trying manage working from home and working at school with different restrictions
placed on them. As a staff, one of our goals in these coming months is to come to a
common understanding as a school community (students, families and staff) of what that
phrase “engagement in learning” means and looks like and teach students how to selfreflect and set goals around their own engagement. Look for more information to come
soon.
As you’ve heard, we are planning to bring our 3rd – 8th grade students back to school 5 days
a week starting Monday, November 9th. A confirmation of this will be communicated out
on Wednesday November 4th. Our fully virtual students will remain in the virtual model.
Since March, decisions on how school should look have been complex and difficult to make.
Our goal is to have students in school as much as possible, but of course with the priority of
keeping everyone safe. The decision to come back to school came down to these factors:
We are concerned with the challenges students and teachers are facing in the hybrid
model, not being in school each day and having to access and engage in learning at
home is a challenge.
(continued on next page)
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We are not contributing to the community spread. We have had cases of students and staff
being positive for COVID-19, but none of those came from school, and none of those cases
spread to others at school. This is due to our strategies like wearing masks, distancing as
much as possible, and quarantining those in close contact with someone testing positive.
We have a hybrid model in place. We can pull back from fully in person to hybrid in the
future if we are not able to keep staff in school or spread happens among our students
and/or staff.
We feel like we need to try this for our students. We will monitor closely and make a move
if needed.With the move to in person 5 days a week, please continue to have a backup plan.
Any students testing positive, or being in close contact with someone who has tested
positive will need to quarantine. We anticipate that this will continue to happen, hopefully
in small pockets, and you will need a plan if your child cannot physically come to school.
And if we become part of the community spread, we will make the move to go back to
hybrid. Don’t cancel your backup plans.
In these new and changing times, it is very important to keep the lines of communication
open. Please reach out to your child’s teacher or me if you need support in accessing the
materials for learning or if you need clarification regarding schedules and activities. We want
you and your child to feel engaged and supported in this new learning environment. We
are here to help and do not want you to miss important learning opportunities.
Respectfully,
Mr. Scott Walter, Principal
262-250-8850
waltsco@sdmfschools.org

Student of the Month
Tues Nov 3
Hybrid Group A School Pictures
Wed. Nov. 4th
Hybrid Group B in-person day
Parent Teacher Conferences
4:30 - 8:00 pm
Thur. Nov, 6th - Fri. Nov. 7th
NO SCHOOL
Parent Teacher Conferences
Thurs: 4:30 - 8:00 pm
Fri: 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Monday Nov 9th
All students begin full 5-day a
week in person*
*subject to change

Wednesday Nov 11th
Veterans Day Parade - 1 pm
Virtual PTO Meeting - 7 pm

Wed. Nov. 25th - Mon.Nov 30th No School- Thanksgiving Break
Monday Nov 30th
No School - Teacher Workday
Wednesday Dec 23
Last day before Winter Break
Thurs Dec 24 - Sun Jan 3rd
No School - Winter Break
Monday Jan. 4th
School Resumes

The following students have been chosen for exhibiting the
Riverside Way through the month of October.
Logan Schellhaas
Emily Close
Rachel Larson
Vienna Landes
Auggie Langkau
Elise Xiong
Anna White

Kaelyn Raudabaugh
Kaely Kaleta
Riann Coles
Laniya McCarthy
Arianna Voit
Liam Velie
Kieran Bishop

Carter Prost
Anna Billings
Claire Lor
Lilly Danish
Brook Honadel
Ethan Nitkowski

Riverside/Ben Franklin PTO
Virtual PTO Meeting
November 11th @ 7:00 p.m.
Bring your top 5 lists of things you would like to see
in our new and improved joint PTO.
Link will be sent via email in Riverside Reminders

The district will extend the
fully-virtual instruction option to
families for the second semester.
Registration for the fully-virtual
option will take place on Nov 16 Dec 4, 2020. Additional
registration information will be
shared with families in the
upcoming weeks.
Families who are currently in the fully virtual option for
1st semester will have to register for the 2nd semester if
they choose this option again.

